“IN BEAUTY IT IS
FINISHED”

Repertory Theatre
Production of New Play
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Finlshed," the much dis-
L. Danmn, whlnht;nn :.hl
Brisbans Repertory Theatrs Boclety's play
tition mmwﬂy. was rmed [for

the first time in Hia Majesty's Theatre IuE
pight. It must Ge sai’ar e outbed i
any persons who went to the theatre ex-
peciing, or perchance hoping. t the
proprieties would ba outraged must
have ‘besn disappointed.
the plain blunt speech In which some of the
mction s clothed had been carefully pre-
served for the delectation of readers only.
But the main objections to the play as be-
ing mauseous and eorbid because of itn
thematic material were not sustained. It
i true that the heroine is a self-confesaed
glaner and the hero a half-caste, Bulb the
play makes an honest attempt to portray
adequitely a point of view which does not
necessarlly coinclde with our own moral
standards, It |s not so much m question
of what subject ls treated ma how 1t i=
treated. Bometimes in the pley Mr. Dano
fas been frank, at others he has
e Judg g Hu;r Oeune wers
* The ges e p no .
moved to place “In Beeuty it is Finished
first becauns of the mense of drama It re-
wveals, Mr. Dann has backed realism for
all it is worth, perbaps not always with
success, on the lines of the

O'Nelll style. The audience is

held gripped until the Iast curtaln, the end-
Ing belng perhaps as effective &3 anything
in the whole play, Certain lltmﬂ.:::

“In :Buutr 1t is
cussed play by G.

were strongl handled, and
better the Etuation the better tUha
writer of the play gaioed his ohjec-

tive. But there are certain elements in the
play which cannot go unchallenged.

David Edmunds and his wife lve ina
lighthouse on an island off the Queensland
cpast. They have two daughters. Joyeca in
ahout to leave for a loog stay In Brisbane,
while Marion, who haa t had her fling.
returns to the laland rlion hides from
her ts the fact that she has been fol-
lowing the oldest of professions in tha city
and the curtain of the first act shows that
ghe has pome [deas about a reformation.
Tom Btepple, a young fisherman, however,
attracts her atteotion. She is led to be-

lieve that he is Hving with B Mok gyo or
= st shait threas miles from the Il.lht-|
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lieve that he is living Wwith B DIRCK gFio 1a
s hut about three milea from the light-
house. The two gradually ses more of each

mother. Has the suthor tried deliberstely
to mislead his audience, and thereby make
Tom etill mors odious? Tom has done
nothing more then to have an am-
bitlon, Morally be is really cleansr than
Merion, ait! his amhition to the white
mind is odlous emough, and the senss of
propriety may be outraged In so far as he
attaina that ambition.

That i the keynots of the whole play.
but tha author merely is putting forward
the poiot of view of Tom and carrylng it
through 'ta its lagical conclusion.

Generally the story ja handled with good
dramatic sense. In the first nct thers are
pome awhkward moments In the manipulat-
ing of entries add exits and one rather bad
slip. But in the main ths action runs
gmoothly and with not half the jolts and
jars that one might expect. Altogether ooe
must come to the conclusion that the
dramatic valuss in the play made |t worthy
of the soclety’s attention. Whether it fulfils
all the requirements of a tragedy s another
matter, for the ty which befalls
Marion and her ts is not due to In-
exy Tabls fels so much as to their own
misdeads,

The acting throughout was almost unl-
formly good. Miss Dulcle Bcott of course
stood out, Hear fine freedom of style was
well suited to two scenes In particular, that
in which she finds Tom's true breeding, and
that in which she tella her parents of her
great fall from grace. Mrs. P. J. Bymesn
drew an admirable pieture of an indulgent
and self-sacrificing mother although the
author spoiled it by making her cry in pity

| "for myaelf,” when she was obviously do-

Ing mothing of the kind. Hr. Royston
Marcus's "David” was stiffly drawn. More-
over, he has s good speaking volce which
he feils to use to best advantaga because
of the monotony of his Inflection.

Miss Hilde Hastle was natural enough
as Joyee, and Mr. Carson, in apite of an

mmneine alis ~F thea fanl nn = ormd sbasrs ab
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a4 Jovee, and Mr. Carson, in apite of an
amusing slip of the fool on o wet stage at
n critical moment. maintalned thes charme-
ter of Tom with conviction, if not with the
greatest power. Edith Rowetl's Annie was
wuoll meted, but her spesch was not always
guite In keeping with the character. Sheo
scored admirsbly in the floal scepe, In
which the reason for the title of the play
In explained with & Lrue sense of dramatic
values. The two mothers, the one rejoic-
Ing, the other mshamed and weeping, was
in kteping with the main trend of the
play's argument, The production of Miss
Barbara Bisley was good. The novel scene
of & self-conacious Buthor bowing to a firs:
night nudience was witnessed after the final
curtain,
| The play will be presented to-nlgh
and on Saturday night, AExia e
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